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There is a lot of important information in this newsletter especially if you are a pesticide license holder and
if you are interested in getting more information on the new Mayfield Downtown Farmer’s Market. Make

sure you flip through to find that!
And, if you haven’t done so yet, please take the time to fill out our community survey. You will find the

information towards the back of this newsletter. This is important for our statewide initiatives and is a great
way for you to let us know what you think is important to Graves County! 

As always, please let me know if you have any progamming ideas you would like to see or if we can
partner together in some way. 

Summer is officially over and fall is here, despite what the
temperature outside feels like! Harvest is jumping and everyone is

gearing up for fall clean-up to put your gardens and lawns to rest for
the winter. 

We have a lot of great, fun events planned over October! In the ag
world, I have 2 pumpkin planter workshops that booked up within a
day of posting them. If you would like to be placed on the waiting
list, call the office! You might be able to snag a spot if someone
cancels. There is also a summer sausage workshop that still has a

few spots available! Call today to sign up!
If you have little ones in your life, dress them up and bring them out

to our Trunk or Treat Story Walk! This year we are featuring
Clifford the Big Red Dog for our book and you can even get pictures
at our Clifford hay bale stop when you come! Check out the flyer at

the end of this newsletter and share it with a friend!
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“I’m so glad I live in a world where there are
Octobers.”

L.M. Montgomery, Anne of Green Gables



October 10- Pumpkin Planters, 5:30pm- GCEO
October 13- Pumpkin Planters, 12pm- GCEO
October 16- Summer Sausage Workshop, 6pm- GCEO
October 17- Commercial Pesticide Testing, 10am- GCEO
October 17- Trunk or Treat, 4pm- GCEO
October 26- Farmer’s Market Town Hall, 4:30pm- GCEO
October 31- Happy Halloween!
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What's Happening?
Bolded events are hosted by the Graves County Extension Office. 
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This is the first year under the new recertification rules for pesticide licenses. The new regulations
emphasize earning continuing education units (CEUs) to maintain licenses. With the new rule,
commercial and non-commercial pesticide applicators and operators will need to have 12 CEU
hours earned within the last three years to renew their license. In addition, at least one CEU must
be in each of the categories held by the license holder. Each year during license renewal, CEU
hours for the previous three years will be checked.

So, both commercial and non-commercial pesticide license holders should check their CEU hours
periodically on the Kentucky Department of Agriculture website. This KDA website will have
users create an account, then they can check their hours or the hours of persons in their company.
Only hours earned within the past 3 years will appear for each licensee.

Persons needing CEU hours have until November 30 to earn those hours. The Kentucky
Department of Agriculture maintains a schedule of approved meetings on their website which is
updated periodically. Included on this list are in-person meetings, on-line webinars, as well as on-
demand training. People needing hours should check this schedule periodically as new CEU
opportunities are added regularly.  Hours must be earned by November 30, after that date they
will be credited to 2024.

Persons wanting to relicense that do not meeting CEU hour requirements will be subject to losing
their license as well as a $200 fine to relicense.
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Check Your CEU Hours to Avoid Penalty
By Ric Bessin, Entomology Extension Specialist
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Source: Adam Leonberger, UK Extension Horticulture Agent 

   With ghosts, goblins, and vampires on the prowl in October, it’s the perfect time to plant your garlic for
next spring. Garlic has long been viewed as a way to ward off vampires, according to European folklore.
Whether that is fact or fiction, one thing is for sure, October is the time to plant garlic. Planting in the fall
produces larger bulbs and more complex flavors. Garlic enhances food recipes and is seen as a traditional

medicine in some cultures.     

  Garlic is best planted in the fall for harvesting next spring, usually in June. Nothing stores better after
harvest than garlic because it is largely not affected by pests or diseases. 

  Place your garlic cloves in full sun and a well-drained, fertile site. Mix some organic matter like compost
into the soil to provide more nutrients and to increase drainage. Plant cloves about 2 inches deep in the soil

with the pointed end of the clove turned up. Prior to planting you should do a soil test to make sure your pH
levels are between 6.0 and 6.5. Adding shredded leaves or straw on top will protect the cloves from cold

winter and retain soil moisture. Be sure to put your garlic in a corner of your garden or a space where you
won’t be planting next spring. Each clove of garlic should be planted six inches apart and will produce a new

head with six to eight cloves at harvest. You don’t need to plant a lot of g
arlic, because a little will go a long way. 

There are three types of garlic, the softneck, hardneck and elephant garlic. The softneck has two types, the
artichoke and silver skin. Both are common garlic types sold in the supermarket and you have likely used

them. The hardneck has large cloves, is easy to peel and has more intense flavor than softnecks. It also has a
flower scape or flowering stem. Elephant garlic is a third type but is actually a member of the onion family

and is considered a variant of the leek.         

Contact your Graves County office of the University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service for
information on planting garlic. 
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October is Garlic Planting Time
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    As the calendar moves into October, nights continue to become longer, leaves begin to turn color, and first
frosts and freezes begin to occur. The first freeze of the fall typically marks the end of the growing season. As
shown on the map below, most locations across the Commonwealth typically see their first freeze of the
season during the latter half of October into the early days of November. 
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Tracking the First Fall Freeze
By Derrick Snyder- National Weather Service Paducah, KY
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Frost can often develop on plants even when thermometers show the temperature to be a few degrees above
freezing. This is because most thermometers are mounted several feet above the ground, and the temperature a

few inches from the ground can be colder than what a thermometer reads.These most often occurs on clear
nights with calm winds. 

To protect your plants from frosts and freezes, consider taking preventive measures like covering them with
tarps or blankets in the evening before temperatures drop. This can help trap the ground heat and provide
insulation. Additionally, placing mulch around the base of plants can help retain soil warmth. If possible,
relocate potted plants indoors or to a sheltered area. Watering the plants before the onset of frost can also

provide a slight protective effect, as water releases heat as it freezes, helping to moderate the immediate
environment around the plants.
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Zoom link available! Register at the link below!
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdjv4Xy5YsKBm4h4p5C0k6gt9XWuBHE

yVBas8Z5JXO1UEcMdg/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Tell us how to better serve you! Your input is important to us!
Please take a few moments to complete our needs assessment

survey. 
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Apply for our internship program!
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