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 Upcoming Events:

May 3 - Opening day of Mayfield Downtown Farmers Market
May 10 - Laurel Oak Garden Club Plant Sale - Graves Co. Extension
May 13 -  Wheat Field Day 9am - Caldwell Co. Extension 
May 15 - KATS Crop Scouting Clinic - UKREC
May 20 - Herb Garden Planter Workshop - Graves Co. Extension
May 29 - Alpha-gal Syndrome Webinar 6pm - See flyer below!

Miranda Rudolph
Extension Agent for Agriculture & Natural Resources

Graves County
miranda.rudolph@uky.edu | 270.247.2334 | 270.978.7052

One look outside tells you it’s a busy time of year! Tractors are all
up and down the road, so please be patient and mindful of their

presence!
Gardens are getting in full swing and we are looking towards

summer programming. If you’re looking for things to keep you
busy this summer, look no further than our office! We have

something for just about everyone. 
I have had a lot of requests for classes surrounding self-sufficiency
skills. We just talked about Victory Gardens and next up we are

going to be building tabletop herb planters...with saws and
everything! 

Make sure to stop by the opening of our new farmer’s market on
Saturday the 3 ! The folks involved have worked very hard for

several years to get this up and going. It’s going to be great! Don’t
forget about the Laurel Oak Garden Club Plant Sale- just in time

for Mother’s Day!
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Better Pastures Equals Healthier Herds
Source: Christopher Teutsch, UK Extension Associate Professor and Forage Specialist

Rotational stocking, often referred to as rotational grazing, is a powerful technique that can bring a range of benefits
to all types of livestock as well as the land. By dividing large pastures into smaller paddocks and moving animals

through them on a planned schedule, farmers can give each grazed area a rest period, allowing for regrowth of leaf
area lost to grazing and replenishment of stored carbohydrates that were utilized to fuel regrowth. When producers
shift from continuous grazing to a rotational system, they often see dramatic improvements in pasture productivity,

soil health and even animal behavior. 

One of the primary advantages of rotational grazing is enhanced pasture productivity. When animals graze one
paddock at a time and then move on, the plants in the grazed paddock have a chance to rebound. During this rest

period, forage plants can restore their carbohydrate reserves and recover more completely from being grazed. This not
only boosts the quantity of forage available over time but also maintains better and more consistent nutritional quality.

In contrast, continuous grazing—where livestock stay in the same pasture all season—often leads to overgrazing,
weaker plants that are more susceptible to stresses and progressively lower yields. 

Improved nutrient distribution is another significant plus. Rotating animals means they spread manure evenly around
the paddocks rather than depositing it heavily in just a few favorite areas (like watering or resting spots). Because
manure is a natural fertilizer, more uniform distribution helps replenish the soil and encourages consistent plant

growth. A continuous grazing system, on the other hand, may result in “hot spots” of manure accumulation. This
concentrated nutrient load can negatively impact both plant growth and the environment around those areas. 

A well-managed rotational grazing system also offers increased drought tolerance. With planned rest periods, plants
develop deeper, stronger root systems. These robust roots allow the plants to access water further below the surface,
which can be crucial during dry spells. In a continuously grazed pasture, plants rarely get the downtime they need to

fully recover, leaving them more vulnerable to stress when rainfall is scarce. As a result, fields under rotational
management often grow longer into drought periods and recover faster when conditions improve. 

Another practical benefit of rotational stocking is easier animal handling. When paddocks are set up with well-
designed lanes and strategically placed water sources, moving livestock becomes more straightforward. In addition,
more frequent contact with animals allows livestock to associate human interaction with something positive…fresh

grass. This greatly reduces the stress and chaos commonly associated with animal handling in open pastures. Properly
placed lanes can also help control erosion, ensuring that foot traffic and machinery movement do not damage sensitive

areas of the pasture. 

Rotational stocking can be a game-changer for anyone looking to optimize pasture health and livestock performance.
By giving plants time to recover, distributing nutrients more evenly, building drought resilience and streamlining

animal handling, rotational grazing can deliver long-lasting improvements to farm operations. Whether you’re raising
cattle, sheep, goats or other grazing animals, this strategy can help you optimize productivity and at the same time

protect land and water resources for future generations.  

Contact your local Graves County Extension office for more information on how to maintain healthy pastures. 
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Don’t Chase Price per Pound at the Expense of Value per Head
Dr. Kenny Burdine, University of Kentucky

Over the last few months, I have been able to talk with a lot of cattle producers at Extension programs. As you can
imagine, the strength of the cattle market is almost always the first topic of discussion. We Graze winter annuals. Flash
graze paddocks that were frosted with clover. Allow calves and lambs to creep graze. As pasture growth begins, rotate
through pastures quickly to keep up with initial growth. As pasture exceeds the needs of grazing livestock, remove some
pastures from the rotation and allow growth to accumulate for hay or silage harvest. Get equipment ready to harvest hay
at the late boot stage to early head stage top optimize yield and forage quality. Determine the need for and prepare to plant
warm-season annuals. are seeing prices like we have never seen before for cattle of all types and weights. But my
observation has been that producers tend to become a bit more enamored than they should with price per pound and
sometimes don’t think as much as they should about value per head.

 I see this play itself out in a couple ways. First, I hear some producers talk about selling cattle sooner to capture the higher
prices. I don’t necessarily think that downside price risk is greater in high priced markets, but I think there is a perception
among some that there may be “more to lose”. This perception lowers interest in adding value to cattle by taking them to
higher weight before sale and leads to more calves being sold off the cow, as opposed to being weaned and preconditioned. 

Secondly, I think people get too focused on price per pound differences across weight categories and don't make the mental
adjustment to the new price environment. To illustrate this point, I am going to use Kentucky average auction prices from
the last week of March. The table below shows the average price for medium / large frame #1-2 steers at 450 lbs, 550 lbs,
and 650 lbs. For transparency, I am using the average prices for cattle without a description (not value-added or fancy),
which represents most cattle being sold. Also, I am averaging the 50 lb weight ranges to arrive at my average price. In other
words, the estimated price per lb for a 450 lb steer is the average of the 400 to 450 lb and 450 to 500 lb weight ranges. 

Examine the average prices from Kentucky last week in the table for 450 and 550 lb steers. The price per pound drops by
$0.50 on that 100 lb increase in weight. If one looks solely at price per lb, they may be tempted to sell calves sooner and
avoid the $0.50 slide. However, in this cattle price environment, those 550 lb steers were still worth $113 per head more
than the 450 lb steers. The relevant question becomes whether that difference justifies keeping those 450 lb steers longer. In
many cases, the answer to that question may be yes, especially in the spring with pasture starting to grow.

 To be fair, cattle prices are extremely high by historical standards. Price slides widen as the overall market gets higher and
we have never seen a calf market this high. What may have seemed like a bizarre price slide a few years ago, may make
perfect sense now. For example, if 450 lb steers were selling for $2 per lb and we applied the same $0.50 price slide for 550
lb steer, that 550 lb steer at $1.50 per lb is actually worth $75 less than the 450 lb steer at $2. But that is irrelevant in the
current market.

 The main point is that the spring 2025 feeder cattle price environment is like nothing we have seen before. Given that, we
must be careful about using rules of thumb and simple approaches that may have worked in the past. Focusing on price
per lb, without consideration of weight impacts, can be very misleading. And one needs to be careful they aren’t chasing
price per lb at the expense of value per head!



Kentucky Strawberry Growers at Risk for Neopestalotiopsis Disease
Source: Kentucky Pest News

By: Nicole Gauthier, Plant Pathology Extension Specialist

In late August, Neopestalotiopsis disease was confirmed in strawberry cuttings across Kentucky. Some
cuttings showed symptoms quickly, while others developed symptoms several days after becoming
infected. 

Neopestalotiopsis disease is caused by a fungus that can infect both cuttings and mature plants.
Symptoms can range from leaf spots (Figure 1) to crown and root rots to fruit infections (Figure 2). The
pathogen overwinters in debris and as melanized spores in soil. Once introduced to fields, it can survive 3
to 5 years. 

Symptoms
Symptoms on leaves begin as light-colored spots with dark borders; spots expand rapidly to cause
blighting and plant dieback. Leaf symptoms are easily confused with strawberry leaf spot and strawberry
leaf blight. Fruit symptoms begin as tan lesions that turn orange and sunken. Fruit become mummified
and develop large black fruiting bodies. Fruit symptoms can resemble anthracnose fruit rot. Symptoms
progress rapidly under warm, humid conditions (68 to 85ᵒF, 90 to 100% RH). 

Spores are spread short distances by water splash and long distances by movement of infected plants. In
Kentucky, Neopestalotiopsis disease was introduced by rooted cuttings and propagation material.
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Figure 1: Neopestalotiopsis leaf spots symptoms.
(Photo: P. Brannen, University of Georgia)

Figure 2: Neopestalotiopsis fruit rot symptoms. (Photo: N. Peres,
University of Florida)



Management
Avoid planting symptomatic plants or those sourced from a supplier with a history of
Neopestalotiopsis disease.
Infected plants cannot be cured.
If you have been contacted by your cutting producer regarding potential infection, it is recommended
to destroy plants immediately. 
Take extra caution to sanitize surfaces and tools. Avoid tracking soil/media to clean greenhouses and
fields. The following resources provide additional information on best practices for sanitation.

Fruit and Orchard Sanitation (PPFS-GEN-05)
Greenhouse Sanitation (PPFS-GH-04)
Cleaning and Disinfesting Commercial Greenhouse Surfaces (PPFS-GH-07)

Growers who need disease confirmation should work through their local Extension agent for
diagnostic sample submission. 
Fungicides Switch and Thiram can suppress disease, but research trials have documented only 50%
effectiveness in the highest rated spray treatments.
Healthy plants can be protected with Switch, Bravo, or one of the fungicides listed in the Southeast
Regional Strawberry IPM Guide.
Organic producers should protect healthy plants with a rotation of Serenade Opti and Actigard.
Organic management options are limited.

Additional Resources
Neopestalotiopsis Disease of Strawberry (PPFS-FR-S-12)
Southeast Regional Strawberry IPM Guide (Link)
Neopestalotiopsis disease in strawberry: what do we know? (Southern Region Small Fruit
Consortium)
Pestalotia Leaf Spot and Fruit Rot of Strawberry (University of Florida)
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https://plantpathology.ca.uky.edu/files/ppfs-gen-05.pdf
https://plantpathology.ca.uky.edu/files/ppfs-gh-04.pdf
https://plantpathology.ca.uky.edu/files/ppfs-gh-07.pdf
https://plantpathology.ca.uky.edu/sites/plantpathology.ca.uky.edu/files/PPFS-FR-S-12.pdf
https://secure.caes.uga.edu/extension/publications/files/pdf/AP%20119-5_2.PDF
https://smallfruits.org/2021/10/neopestalotiopsis-disease-in-strawberry-what-do-we-know/
https://smallfruits.org/2021/10/neopestalotiopsis-disease-in-strawberry-what-do-we-know/
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/PP357


    
This article was originally supposed to be centered around flash flooding safety - but I think the state has seen its fair
share of both flash and river flooding over these past few months. Does it ever feel like Kentucky needs a break from
all this crazy and impactful weather!? It seems like if one side of the state isn’t being impacted, the other side is. Just
since February, Kentucky has seen a major flash flood event, an impactful snow storm, another historic river
flooding event, and a tornado/severe thunderstorm outbreak. I’m likely missing some smaller events that occurred in
between as well. 

If you’re thinking that the amount of impactful weather events has gone up - you aren’t wrong! In fact, a recent
Acuweather article renamed us as “Unlucky Kentucky”. Between tornadoes, flash flooding, river flooding, winter
storms, ice storms, and high wind events - we’ve seen just about every weather type over the last few years. We even
had widespread damage on the eastern side of the state due to the remnants of a hurricane (Irene) last fall! 

In just the last two years, the state has been part of 14 separate billion-dollar disasters, according to NOAA
(https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/access/billions/mapping) with 2023 and 2024 tying for the highest number on record
since tracking began in 1980. That’s not taking into account any of the historic flooding and severe weather that has
taken place so far in April, which impacted large portions of this state and neighboring states. 

May 2025Weather Notes
Unlucky Kentucky?

By Jane Marie Wix - National Weather Service Jackson, KY
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https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/access/billions/mapping


 
A study published in the journal “npj Climate and Atmospheric Science” in 2018 showed that the ingredients
required for producing long-lived tornadoes were flourishing more in the Mississippi River Valley in the last 20
years, compared to parts of the original “Tornado Alley”. In other words, “Tornado Alley” once located through
the Great Plains is shifting south and east, and it now includes parts of western Kentucky. 

On the east side of the state, residents are well aware that so long as heavy rains occur in the hills of eastern
Kentucky, so too will the flash flood threat. And while it is harder to get tornadoes in the mountains, recent history
shows us that even the mountains can’t protect us when Mother Nature decides to intervene. The heavily forested
areas of this area of the state can also be prone to forest fires when dry periods and droughts occur, especially when
coupled with high winds. 

One of the main reasons we started creating these articles is to help people in communities across Kentucky become
more weather aware and weather prepared in the face of these events. Unfortunately, there is no guarantee that these
large-scale/high-impact events will be letting up any time soon. While we all agree we need a break after these last
few years, ultimately the weather is out of anyone’s control. So the best thing we can do is try to become more
resilient in the face of these disasters.
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